to a non-entity? I did not think he had been married. Nay, I did not think about it one way or other; but he did not tell us of his lady till late."
He then spoke of St. Kilda, the most remote of the Hebrides.    I told him, I thought of buying
you. Not having the book at hand, I cannot specify the page, but I suppose you will easily find it. Dr. Johnson says, speaking of Mrs. Thrale's family, " Dr. Beattie aunt upon at that he was marriedy or words to that purpose." I am not sure that I understand iunt upon ui, which is a very uncommon phrase: but it seems to me to imply, (and others, I find, have understood it in the same sense,) ttuiiouily concealed from us hit being married. Now, Sir, this was by no means the case. I could have no motive to conceal a circumstance, of which I never was nor can be ashamed ; and of which Dr. Johnson seemed to think, when he afterwards became acquainted with Mrs. Beattie, that I had, as was true, reason to be proud. So far was I from concealing her, that my wife had at that time almost as numerous an acquaintance in London as I had myself; and was, not very long after, kindly invited and elegantly entertained at Streatham by Mr. arid Mrs. Thrale.
" My request, therefore, is, that you would rectify this matter in your new edition. You are at liberty to make what use you please of this letter.
" My best wishes ever attend you and your family. Believe me to be, with the utmost regard and esteem, clear Sir,
" Your obliged and affectionate humble servant,
"J. BEATTIE."
I have, from my respect for my friend Dr. Beattie, and regard to his extreme sensibility, inserted the foregoing letter, though I cannot but wonder at his considering as any imputation a phrase commonly used among the best
